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Japanese Minister in Lon
don Says State of

War Exists

RELATIONS BROKEN OFF

de Rosen Says Fare-

well to the Diplomats
in Tokyo

UQNDON SVifc U news tram the
FAT Fat this ash roos to show
that Bttssfes sA 3 T a atre on tho vorsc
or h5tttltt s that sa actual clash

th Iws C tS e two nations

hart ait test wrem ef the
lor the

rvtepiiOK e spry to their
i oNaeMMMottMw Oatfo and

Tcfck Ibos a tanAwa xrfefch Is
crithoet dwfcc UMcanMMMt t tiedra-
tl a bs 3Kftft

Bat HkyaA te SG etcat Ixiadaa assarts SB sftafce war
exists V2aea sbmcw atoe mtyesSsib an

nice MTCT in the

he
There Is alp

means thetn
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We en tee 2k sr 55e reeoKnlz
InG it Is brought ahaaC toy the law of
selfpreservation for as it seems true
that my government leas taken final ac
tion without waiting fr Russias reply
Russias dilatoriness la fully to blame
tor this matter During the past fort
night we have been dally pressing St
Petersburg for an answer anjl have
been dally met with the response that a
note may b expected any tinge

Must Assume Initiative
While we have thus boen kept wait

Ing Russia has been strengthening her
position and moving her army to

positions along theYalu River vVe
are unable to stand by and watch this
hostile behavior which Is threatening to
our existence Nothing is left us but to
take the matter in rfur own hands and
technically assume a war initiative

As to the immediate casus belli there
is none The whole world knows what
we are lighting for

Keep Hands Off

There are some of the most optimis
tic In semiofficial circles who still cling
to the thread of hope that actual hos
tilities will yet be averted by mediation
This Is but the slightest kind of a hope
however as Japan has very plainly In
timated during the progress of tho ne-
gotiations that she preferred to have
all the powers keep their hands off and
leave her to fight the matter out heir
selL

Farewell to Ministers
TOKYO Japan Feb 5 Austro

HungarIan minister will assumochargo
of Russian Interest here Baron do
Rosen the departing Russian ambassa
dor this morning bade farewell to tho
foreign ministers-

It was estimated today that the Jap-
anese war bonds would bring In
JC50000000

The State Department Is advised that
Japanese Minister Kurlna has left SL
Petersburg

STRONG JAPANESE FLEET
SAILS TO CHEMULPO

LONDON Feb S The Central News
reports that a strong Japanese Hoot has
gone to Chemulpo Korea and that

Russian trading steamers have
been seized

In the house of commons today re
plying to a question by Sir Hcnjy Camp
bcJlBnnncrman the Liberal leader
Home Secretary AckerDouglas said

We have been officially Informed that
diplomatic relations
and Japan have been broken off but as
to the details I can add nothing to the
press dispatches

The Pall Mall Gazettes Paris
asserts that France and Eng

land are perfectly agreed as to their
line of conduct respecting the Russo
Jupaneso and neither will In-
tervene but after a decisive engage
ment both will offer their good offices
as mediators

WEATHER REPORT

During the past twentyfour hours
have been general rains and snows

from the Mississippi valley eastward
and in the west of the Rocky
Mountains There were also light local
snows In the Northwest

The weather will be fair and much
colder tonight in the Atlantic and east
Gulf States and Ohio Valley continuing
cold tomorrow In lower lake region
It will also continue cold with
snow
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TEMPERATURE
12 noon 35

1 p m 34
1 p m 23

THE SUN
Sun sets today B2S p m
Sun rises tomorrow GW a m

TIDE TABLE
tide today l m

High tldo a m 238 p
tide tomorrow 840 a m 928 p m

° a
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FOUR OF THE SPLENDID BUILDINGS DESTROYED

Merchants Bank Building South and Water Streets
tI fI

National

Carrollton Hotel Baltimore JLIght and German Streets
i i iiltb3the

Temperature 103 Pulse t-

Bespiration 24

FAMILY PHYSICIAN IS HERE

All Noise About Arlington Suppressed
Senators Brother Arrives

From Cleveland

Mr Hannas morning tomporaturc
was a little high 84
andrdguiar and his r spIraUoh24-

Thqre Is a littltf of the
stomach Ills mind is quite clear His
general Is good

This bulletin was ls uqdby Drs Rix
ey Oiler and Carter tho physicians
who are attending at
noon today

Family Physician Arrives
Dr Edward P Carter of Cleveland

the Senators family physician arrived
from Cleveland at 730 this morning

Upon the whole the Senator is weaker
today than hohau at any time but
Elmer Dover his private secretary
has been consultation with the physi-
cians says that this Is to expected
and that the disease is taking its regu
lar course The rise In temperature was
also expected and there will be an addi-
tional rise as the dlpdaso approaches its
climax

All Noise Barred
of the nplsc of passing

teams which in Senators nervous
condition has caused repeatecfty to
wince although he has made no
plaint Secretary Dover has requested
that the street be tanbarked and this
will be done Th orchestra which has
been playing at the Arlington at meal-
times has also been discontinued

Mcdill McCormIck the Senators son
inlaw left Washington for Chicago
last night M M Hanna the Senators
brother arrived last night He was
summoned not because of the gravity
of Mr Hannas condition but to re
lieve Hanna of the responsibility-
of looking after his business affairs
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Senators Alarmed
In the Senate today the news from

Senator Hannas sickroom of a
most disquieting nature His colleague
heard that ho had passed a very bad
night and all expressed tho deepest
concern over his chances in the struggle
with the

Father Johns Medicine Cures Colds
and All Throat and Lung Troubles
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Washington Will Aid
Prostrate Baltimore

Commissioners Take Action by Way pflPre
paring to Render Any Assistancethe

Stricken City May Call For
w

The District of Columbia has five
steam fire engines with their full com
plement of under direction of Fire
Chief Belt and Fire Marshal Bi ber now
assisting In fighting the names in Bal-
timore

With the last company twentyone
men were sent over ag a relief making
about eighty moo absent from the local
department

Willing to Aid
All three of the Commissioners helve

expressed sympathy for the
city and will do anything in their power
to relieve Commissioner

stands ready to furnish as ximny
police and detectives as may be spared
without jeopardizing the peace of this
community

Mr no further
can be given In the way of llro-

flghtlng apparatus without endangering
in the District but If there

Is anything he can do either ofll
or personally he will gladly re-

spond
To Visit Baltimore

Both Commissioners Macfarland and
West xpect to go to Baltimore
this to supervise
the work of tho members of their re-
spective departments who now In
that city

Commissioner Macfarland consulted
by telephone this morning a number of
prominent citizens members of theWashington Board of Trade and the
Business Mens Association whom he
could reach quickly as to what relief
could be given if desired to the citizens
of Baltimore and was assured thatWashington would act as generously-
as ever in contributing to any relief
fund that the Commissioners might
suggest

Anxious to Respond
Commissioner Macfarlnnd brought the

matter before the Commissioners sug-
gesting that as president of the Board
he telegraph Mayor McLane asking him

if any relief was desired from
the citizens of the District assuring
him that now as always they would
generously respond as soon as they
knew what was wanted The Commis-
sioners thereupon authorized the sending of the following telegram
lion Robert Mayor of

Baltimore
What If relief assistance do thecitizens of Baltimore need from citizens of the District of Columbia Thepeople of the National Capital deeplysympathetic and always

Is there anything northat the Commissioners
of Columbia can do to help you

HENRY B F
President Board of Commissioners ofthe District of

If Mayor McLane asks for material
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Chamber1 of Comjnercey Water pUiday iIBaltimore ands Streets
1

aid from citizens Commissioner Mncfar
lane will recommend that a committee
be appointed to
for that purpose here

The first ofllclal news of the to be
received in Washington was a telegram
to Fire Chief Belt from the f head of the
Baltimore lire department Chief Hor
ton It read

Big lire here Must have help at
once

Chief Bolt with Com
missioner Mncfarlnnd super-
vision over the Fire Department The
Commissioner was In church but imme
diately left and ordered com-
panies 3 and G to Baltimore

On Special Train
With twenty men Fire Chief Belt

Fire Marshal and Coroner Nev
Ht the engines placed on a special
train at the Baltimore and station
and the trip was made o the burning
city In thirtyone minutes which Is rec
ord time The special arrived in Baltl
moro at 1217 p m exactly one

the telegram had been received
Commissioner Macfarland was up

practically all night holding himself
ready for any demands that might be

upon the District government At
1016 last night he more en-
gines to go to Baltliridre n response to a
trend telegram for assistance and at
230 this morning he sent a fifth engine
making engine 2 3 6 7 and
i on tho scene

As far a tan be no Washing
ton have been injured
Telegrams have been received
Mayor McLane and other city officials
of Baltimore commending the work oC
the local department and expressing
great gratitude for the assistance

Praise for Belt
It is understood that Fire Chief Belt

for several hours last night c6nductcl
the entire firefighting force engaged
the chief of the Baltimore department
having been temporarily disabled He
is alternating now with Chief Horton
and Commissioner Macfarland says
everyone Is praising the work of the
local men Fire Marshal BIeber is also
being praised us Is the entire contlr
gent

Tho District Is in no danger accord
ing to Commissioner Macfarland The
local equipment consists of fifteen steam
tire engines two reserve steam fire en-
gines four chemical engines and seven
trucks hook and ladder

Assistant Chief James Kelllher is stet
Ing chief in the absence of Chief Belt
lIe supervised all the work Incident to

the engines to Baltimore
First Assistant Chief J Wagner

Continued on Fourth rage I
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Major Sylvester Offered As-

sistance Before Request

THE SITUATION IS SERIOUS
j

Views of Eyewitnesses Who Saw
Phases of the Storm

of Flames

Major Richard Sylvester since receiv-
ing the first Information of the serious

of the fire has spent but few
moments In sleep He early anticipated
the need for aid and before Baltimore

realized the dire peril which
confronted their city Washington
Superintendent of Police had proffered
assistance

After an allnight siege and having
been In constant touch over the tele-
phone with headquarters Major Syl-
vester at his desk early this morn-
ing

A Serious Situation
The gravity of the situation said

Majbr Sylvester cannot be over esti-
mated Even with the meager advices
at hand it is evident the property loss
to our sister city will In extent be
second only to the monster conllagratlon
In Chicago In lS71 Up to date the great
Boston fire of 1S72 in which
acres of the business district laid
waste at a loss of SO000000 has ranked
second to the Chicago fire

As to his action in promptly moving
to the relief of the fireswept city Ma-
jor Sylvester said

I have placed at the disposal of Mar-
shal Farnnm onehalf of the reserve
force of the District 1 took occasion
to offer assistance as soon as I heard of
the serious nature of the fire I at once
dispatched four detectives ns The Times
Is already aware I sent thirty men
at 3 oclock this morning

Instructed to Report
Captain Pearson who accompanied

the men was Instructed to ascertain
from Marshal Farnam what If any fur-
ther help he needed I am assured that
the situation does not call for any fur-
ther draft on our force

Sidney Bleber Fire Marshal of the
District who accompanied the force of
local firemen to Baltimore arrived in
Washington at 130 oclock this afternoon
and reported immediately to Commis-
sioner Macfarland He will return to
Baltimore at 3 oclock

He estimates the loss so far at 100
000000 Ho tho fire will burn for
two days or possibly three days

Tho police service Is excellent and
ruins are adequately guarded tramany possible looters

According to the told by sev-
eral persons who position to
know the inedaquacy of water pres-
sure is responsible for the tre-
mendous disaster said Detective
Horne
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CHICAGO FIRE
RECORDBROKEN

Business Financial and Water Fronts
tipris of Baltimore Flames

v 5

Secretary Taft Orders Engine4i to
City to Aid in Demolishing Wals Me

i t

Now Martial

BALTIMORE Feb 8 230 P M The water ficaitis now a seething fur
nace great mills steamship wharves cotton and merchandise nrarehbasus of
fering a mighty feast for the banquet of

With the water front gees the shipping interest of the seaport making
complete the destruction of Baltimores business district

The fire is under control only in tba sense that the wind changes

the flames cannot cross the falls the river boundinmon the north

TAFT SENDS ENGINEERS OVER TO BALTIMORE
On a telephone request from the Mayor of Baltimore Secretary of War

Taft this afternoon sent to the devastated city Major Edward Burr Capt C
fE Gillette and Henry xiewcoraer all of the Engineer Corps accompanied

by a company of engineers from Wash ngtoabarraclp
They are to have charge of the pulling down of langerous walls and

render assistance and advice to the authorities
General Corbin commanding the Department of the East at New York

has bGfmf rfS f m regiments of infantry ia readiness to be sent to
Baltinj tice for the purpose of preserving order

BALI nrOHB S Fire has eaten out the business heart of Bal
timore and is still Hqkiiig up the labors of it thousands of

tongucs
burAed disliiict covers south of Fayette Tjjghl

thenceforth to Lexington thence Iiiber thence south iff Hop
Ql h i Pratt Street eas to

Averiue 500 feet north of Block Street Time deotlctidtuTe Sins
this Statement of the at 11 it includes 140

MILES OF PROPERTY-
At 2 oclock this abont a square mile of the most valuable

commercial in the city lay prone a smoking and whiteliot grave-
yard of millions The property los alone is so great that only the rough-
est estimates can be made It has teen placed at not lower than 200
000000 and as high as 250000000

What a spark at 11 oclock yesterday is at the hour of writing
a whirlwind of awful flame a simoon of fire first in this direc-
tion and then in that till it has already crumpled with its awful power
seventytwo city blocks containing hundreds df business houses wiped out
some of the largest wholesale and retail enterprises iii the Middle South
killed one and injured at least eighty firemen and drivei a wholecity to
stand guard its property and to be prepared to nui with jifc 1i t a

notice
SHIPPING A LOSS

Shipping forced into the stream and its left to be con-
sumed on the docks Buildings were dynamited late and with the
awful explosions from this cause with the thousands of lesser ones as
the flames reached gasolene tanks and Explosive chemicals with the crash-
ing pf tailing walls and cracking of the furnaces of
flame one seemed to be among the awful horror of war raid to
make this horror the more impressive the city was placed under
military law and the militia and the regulars were ordered out to protect
property as well as the thousands who in curiosity determined
not to be driven from the dangerous vantage points which they had se-
cured v

END HARD TO TELL
What the end will be it is impossible afc hour to say

wind is blowing a gale It lifts firebrands from the ruins and them
abroad seeking new prey

Fire the good servant has become the awful master and every report
that man is again supreme and the fire under control is denied by
the recurring bulletins that tell of its extension into a new street

Business men are watching the of their fortunes Some of them
Lave covered their eyes with their hands as they stood in the streets and
waited as their buildings fell into ruin almost in ia moment In less time
than it has taken them to unlock their doors in the morning they have
looked and realized that they were poor again w re whore they started

Over all there rests that trial silence of a ppdple who have come to
that state of feeling where protest is useless where men stand still and
hardly dare to think where they clot wait only for the end and can find
nothing that can avert the catastrophe of the They arc not even able
to aid in fighting the flames and a whole city looking on depress-
ed discouraged and in utter despair moving only as they are forced back
by the flames the police the militia and the regulars

BUSINESS
Every business must be paralyzed for weeJ ancl months The city

is without newspapers one of them having been consumed or dyna-
mited Nearly all electrical communication telegraph and telephone is
out The Associated Prey offices arc gone and news can reach here oniy
by train with an occasional messagevia New York

This afternoon the War Department sent a company of arm en-

gineers to assist in the work of dynamiting1 Ute pottering walls and
new buildings that must come down to stay

The water supply has proven all too inidepiflte to cope with the
mighty force such a fire and has been Unvahtd greatly by the drafts
upon it by a hundred fire engines At times it only to lend fcrca-
to the tunics

Governor WrrSelq urged on by the needs the stricken busintw
Continued on Fourth Page
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